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And:
" The Europe of to-day, though at last concerned with
the lot of her Colonial races, is still far behind the humane
and spiritual outlook which has been held by Portugal
from the beginning of her Colonial administration.
Europe should remember this fundamental point when
criticising the failings of the southern nations in the early
days of African exploitation."
And so on. The only way of salvation for Portugal
is to stop this continuous stream of unapplied legis-
lation, with its Pecksniffian appeals to the public
gallery, and get down to the business of energetic-
ally applying a few elementary principles of freedom,
justice and sound economics in her colonial terri-
tory, the first of which is the total abolition of fraud
and force so frequently practised upon these unhappy
natives.
Criticism of Portuguese colonial methods arises
not from any antipathy to the Portuguese as a nation,
for the British people have always entertained the
highest regard for the kindly nature of their allied
friends. It may be difficult for Portugal to believe
that criticism is due to pure humanitarianism, but
such is the fact, and no one would rejoice more than
the critics themselves, if the Portuguese would cease
, to abuse the critics, stop the issue of legislation which
is seldom applied, and set about real reforms in
administration.